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CONTEST DO’s AND DON’Ts


DO 

· Plan Early!
· Have a flyer
· Contact contestants prior to the contest to confirm  attendance, provide them with the rules & give them info about briefings
· Have an experienced Chief Judge.  MUST know how to use the tiebreaking ballot!
· Start the contest on time
· Be familiar with the contest forms.
· Keep contestant interviews brief
· Ask more judges than you’ll need!  Some will not show up!
· Club  & Area 5 + tiebreak judge
· Division & District 7 + tiebreak
· On Program—List contestants in alphabetical order (by last name), not by club, area or division
· Use of props (2016-2017)
· Notify chair prior to contest
· Abide by any venue restrictions
· Ensure one minute set-up
· Have contestant demo prop before contest
· Evaluation Contest (2016-2017)
· Evaluators MUST use new Evaluation form.

DON’T 

· Extend contest unnecessarily with long interviews
· Put information about contestants in program. No CC, AC, DTM etc. after names
· Put speech titles in programs
· Publish Test Speaker name in the program
· Let contestants use digital devices or other devices during Table Topics/Evaluation contests to gain an unfair advantage.
· Allow ineligible contestants to participate such as 
· those campaigning for district offices
· those who did not compete at prior level-ie: did not compete in their club contest, if club had a contest.  
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